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Farm Bureau Under Fire 
STFU DEFENDS 


Farm Security Administration 


H. L. Mitchell, Secretary STFU, appeared in 
Washington February 13 to testify , at a hearing 


held by the Joint Legislative Economy Com- 


mittee, headed by Senator Harry F. Byrd, 
which seeks to abolish the FSA and other 
agencies serving the poor people of the nation. 

Mitchell, in his testimony, stated that unlike 
officials of the Farm Bureau he did not con- 
sider it a crime for a government agency lend- 
ing money to farmers to include in the loans 
an amount to pay poll taxes for a man to 


2 qualify as a citizen of the U. S. A. 


The STFU upheld the work of the Farm 
Security Administration and warned that if 
we abolished this and other agencies serving 


' the little people, we would knock the props 


out from under American democracy. 
Appearing in behalf of FSA was James G. 
Patton, President of the National Farmers 
Union, and Murray Lincoln, President of the 
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation. Both Mr. Pat- 


ton and Mr. Lincoln took issue with Edward 


O’Neal, National President of the American 


Farm Bureau, who a few days before had made | 


an attack on the program of the FSA. 

While the fearing was underway at the 
Capitol, President Roosevelt announced at the 
White House that he approved of the Farm 
Security Administration’s position in regard to 
the making of loans for clients to pay poll 
taxes. The President also announced his oppo- 
sition to poll tax laws. 

' This followed an attack by the National Pres- 
ident of the Farm Bureau Federation, Mr. 
Edward O’Neal, on the Farm Security Admin- 
istration program for aiding low income farm 
families of the nation. O’Neal, who is a large 
plantation owner in Northwest Alabama, ap- 
peared before the “Joint Legislative Economy 
Committee,” to charge officials of the Farm 
Security Administration with nine counts of 
“indefensible practices, extravagance and waste.” 
The Bureau chief also charged that FSA offi- 
cials were sponsoring organizations of pressure 
groups to influence government appropriations 
for more money to rehabilitate small farmers, 
tenants, sharecroppers and farm laborers. 

The Farm Bureau in the southern states is 
an undemocratic organization operated by and 
for large plantation owners. Ninety per cent 
of the Farm Bureau membership (the 1941 
report lists 168,058 members in southern states) 
are small farmers, tenants, sharecroppers and 
farm laborers who have been inveigled into 
its ranks through the strangle hold the organi- 
zation has over the State Extension Services, 
State and County AAA Committees. The county 
agent, who is the administrative officer in 
charge of the AAA..program in his county, is 
invariably a Farm Bureau member and usually 
an official of the Farm Bureau as well. Thus, 
the county agent’s office acts as an organizer 
and dues collector and there have been letters 
sent out in the past few years on Official 
stationery of the Department of Agriculture 
soliciting membership in the Bureau. The 


county agent’s salary is paid by the State Ex- 
tension Service which is given grants by the 
Federal Government. In the past, the Farm 
Bureau often put up money to pay for the 


AIDS 


W. W. ALEXANDER 


The Annual National Sharecroppers Week 
dinner will be given in New York City on Fri- 
day evening, March 6, with Dr. Will Alexander 
as the guest of honor. 

Appearing: on the program with Dr. Alexander 
will be Dr. Howard Odum, noted sociologist of 
the. University of North Carolina, Mr. Elmer 
Carter of the National Urban League, N. Y.C., 
and Mr. Arthur Raper, Atlanta, Ga. 

National Sharecroppers Week campaign is 
sponsored by a committee of over 200 promi- 
nent American citizens this year, and is run 
for the benefit of the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union. Meetings, dinners, luncheons and and 
parties will be held during the week, March fF 
to 8, in cities throughout the country. Frank 
McCallister, Southern Secretary Workers De- 
fense League, is scheduled for a luncheon meet- 
ing in Boston. Several speakers from the Union 
will also appear at various meetings up in New 
York, Boston, Washington and Baltimore. 

Harold L. Oram, 8 West 40th Street, New 
York City, is director of the National Share- 
croppers Week campaign. 


services of the county agents. When first or- 
ganized, the primary aim of the Farm Bureau 
was to secure the services of a trained agri- 
culturist in each county. However, the organiza- 
tion has grown into a powerful political ma- 


chine for the benefit of the few large land-| 


owning farmers, and since the advent of the 
“New Deal in agriculture,” the county agents’ 
time is taken up with administering the AAA 
program and organizational work of the Bu- 
reau. As an agricultural expert, the county 
agent serves only the big landlords with few 
exceptions. 

The fight is now in the open; the forces of 
reaction are lined up against the little people 
of the land. They would abolish all government 
programs, aiding the poor under the guise of 
war time economy and thus nullify the social 
gains of the “New Deal.” 


Following the breaking up of two STFU 
meetings in Caruthersville, Missouri, January 
16 and 23, during which Scottie Spears, Negro 
Union member, was beaten and shot at while 
trying to escape his assailants, H. L. Mitchell, 
General Secretary of the STFU, called on the 
Department of Justice and asked that the FBI 
be ordered to make an investigation. Such an 
investigation is preliminary to prosecution of 
members of the planter mob in Federal Court. 
. This request was made following a report 
by Frank McCallister, Southern Secretary of 
the Workers Defense League, Atlanta, Georgia, 
who in cooperation with Claude F. Cooper, 
attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, 
made an investigation uncovering information 
as to the planters and ginners participating in 
the mob attacks: 

When McCallister and Cooper approached 
the Pemiscot County prosecuting attorney, — 
Robert Hawkins, asking that warrants be sworn 
out, they were advised that no trial could be 
held without endangering the lives of witnesses, 
lawyers and union representatives. They were 
advised that Missouri planters feared nothing 
but the power of the U. S. Government and 
that in a matter of this kind, they considered 
themselves more powerful than any local or 
state authority. McCallister and Cooper were 
also told that the Governor of the state could 
not enforce the law in Pemiscot County or 
guarantee a fair and orderly trial in local 
courts. McCallister’s report was turned over 
to Department of Justice officials. 

Members of the mob face prosecution under 
the U. S. Law of Conspiracy to deprive an 
American citizen of his civil liberties. This 
statute has been used by the Department of 
Justice in its action against mine operators in. 
Harlan County, Kentucky, and just recently 
in Crittenden County, Arkansas. 


Farm Labor Wage Rates 
Set For Alabama 


The Alabama District Council, Southern Ten- 
ant Farmers Union, meeting in Sheffield on 
January 30th set wage scales for farm work 
at $2.00 per 10 hour day. Tractor operators 
will demand 50c per hour for 8 hours work, 
L. C. McKay, District Secretary, also reports. 
The District Council instructed its delegate 
to the Tri-Cities Central Labor Union to seek 
the support of the American Federation of 
Labor in enforcing this wage rate throughout 
the Muscle Shoals area. 


Farmers Vote For Marketing 
Quotas On Cotton 


The AAA in Washington has just announced 
the results of the voting among cotton farmers 
on marketing quotas for the year 1942. A total 
of 840,881 votes were cast in the cotton pro- 
ducing states with 93.9 per cent voting in favor 
of retaining marketing quotas. 


SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 
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FSA Announces Production 
Goals For Arkansas, 
Mississippi, Louisiana 


Secretary Wickard announced on January 6, 
1942, goals in the “Food for Freedom” cam- 
paign. The Farm Security Administration is 
cooperating 100% in this program. The follow- 
ing goals have been established for 1942, Region 
VI, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi: i 

Since Pearl Harbor it is more than ever 
essential that every farm family produce all 
food stuffs it requires which it can raise in 


order not to buy any food needed for our armed 


forces and our Allies. It is also imperative to 
produce a surplus to feed them. Therefore, it 
has been necéssary for the Farm Security Ad- 
ministration to revise the defense areas and 
goals of October to war time areas and goals 
of January. The areas have been determined 
on the basis of the products which can best 
be imcreased within the respective sections. 


1. Farm Garden—Raise all vegetables the 
family needs for a continuous supply of 
fresh vegetables and a surplus for a full 
budget of canned and dried products. Save 
garden seed for all varieties for which 
it is practical. 


2. Dairy Products—Increase milk production 
over usual practice by improved feeding 
and management. At least 2 cows per 
family. 


3. Poultry and Eggs—Increase number of 
eggs per hen by better breeds, feeding and 
management. At least 10 laying hens per 
person. Not less than 35 to 50 per family. 


4, Pork and Lard—Produce all lard needed 

- for home use. Hogs grown to at least 175 
lbs. dressed At least one sow 
family. 


Beef—1 animal per for home use 
(not less than 200 Ibs. dressed weight). 


6. Syrup—Produce syrup from sorghum or 
sugar cane for home use and a surplus 
for sale. 


7. Irish Potatoes—Increase 25% in all areas 
suited to production. 


8. Feed—Produce enough grain and roughage 
to obtain maximum production of all live- 
stock on the farm. 


In carrying out the above program it is neces- 
sary that farm laborers fully cooperate in this 
program if goals established are to be obtained. 
- It is necessary that we realize that the farmer 
and the laborer are inter-dependent upon each 
other, as the aim of each is a better standard 
of living for both. classes. 

It is the policy of the Farm Security Admin- 
istration that the economic standing of all low 
income groups, the wage earner, as. well as the 
farmer, be raised and that no exploitation be 
permitted in any group. We must not raise the 
standard of living of one’ group at the expense 
of the other. 

The policy of the Farm Security Administra- 
tion is to work with all groups such as em- 
ployment service, labor organizations, farm 
organizations or any other groups interested 
in the betterment of low-income people: Special 
emphasis is given to the maintenance of hourly 
wage rates at or above established minimums. 

Regulations have been established whereby 
employees in construction and force account 
work are not permitted to work in excess of 
eight hours per day and forty hours per week, 
unless all such excessive hours are paid for 
at one and one-half times the established rate 
of pay. For farm work on cooperatives a maxi- 
mum of ten hours per day and sixty hours per 
week has been established. Excessive hours 
- worked must be paid for at one and one-half 

times the established rate of pay. 


“CG. M. MEASEL, Labor Relations Specialist 
Farm Security Administration, 
eye! Little Rock, Ark. 


STFU Office To Sell Defense 
| Bonds And Stamps 


A letter from Mr. James L. Houghteling, 
Assistant to the Secretary of Treasury in Wash- 
ington, informs us that the General Office of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union may act 
as representative of its locals and members in 
purchasing U. S. Defense Bonds and Stamps. 

Defense Bonds Series F can be bought by 
organizations at $18.50 for a $25 bond. The Gen- 
eral Office will keep on hand a supply of 
Defense Saving Stamps. All locals should make 
plans for buying one or more bonds through 
the office in Memphis. Local Secretaries should 
order from the office a supply of Defense 
Saving Stamps and keep them on hand for 
sale to members of their local. These Defense 
Saving Stamps are paper money and can be 
exchanged for money at any time. 


: Every Local Buy A Bond, 
Every Member Buy Defense Savings Stamps 


Collect Iron 


It is reported that enough scrap iron is scat- 
tered on the farms of the nation to run all 
American steel mills for over a year. County 
War Boards, under the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture are collecting this scrap metal in 


all counties. The scrap iron is collected by the| 


County War Boards and sold at market prices. 
STFU locals may aid the government by col- 
lecting scrap iron and make some money at 
the same time. 


Georgia's Ku Klux Governor 
Offers To Solve Farm 
Labor Problem 


‘Eugene Talmadge, Governor of Georgia, 
speaking at a state meeting of the Farm Bu- 
reau Federation, February 5, at Macon, made 
the following statement, “Tl say this and let 
the newspapers give me the devil for it. But 
if you are troubled with labor just find your- 
self a convict and let me know.” 


National Committee Warns of 
Danger In Use Of Child — 
Labor In War Time 


The National Child.Labor Committee of New 
York City has sounded a warning against the 
use of child labor to overcome shortages of 
farm workers. The Committee states that “In 
no case should children of school age be em- 
ployed because their labor can be secured more 
cheaply than that of adult workers.” Temporary 
release of pupils from school for farm work 
away from home should be limited to those 


—_ of age with preference given’ to those 
older. 


A New Book On The South 


“Fire in the Sky” is the title of a new book 
by Tarleton Collier published by Houghton 
Mifflin C., Boston. This novel begins in a 
sharecropper cabin in Georgia and gives a 
panorama view of the south for the last 40 
years through the life of “LoHy,” its central 
character. 

The author is one of the few outstanding 
liberal southerners. Tarleton Collier is a native 
of Alabama, formerly the editor of the Atlanta 
Georgian and is now Chief of the Information 
Division of the Farm Security Administration 
in Montgomery, Alabama. 


Only | a Few Resolutions Adopted by the 
this issue of the Tenant. Farmer. Others 


ings which are also being printed. 


| RESOLUTION NO. 22 
On Investigation of Civil Liberties 


Whereas, the work of investigating com- 
plaints of members of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union and other work of investigat- 
ing denials of civil liberties of sharecroppers 
and farm laborers requires the full time of one 
person as a field investigator, and 

Whereas, it is well known that in many areas 
of the South the denial of government subsidy 


means. of. holding farm families in peonage and 
thus denying their civil rights as citizens of 
the United States, 

Be It Resolved, That we call upon various 
agencies concerned. with the problems of civil 
liberties and in extending economic justice 
to cooperate with us in extending this very 
vital work of our organization to the end that 
we may secure legal services and full support 
for field work in all states where we have 
organization. 


RESOLUTION NO. 15 
Urging AAA Program Be Administered Direct 
By Department of Agriculture 
Whereas, The Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union has constantly urged the Department of 


from the office of the County Agent and to 
appoint a representative paid by and responsi- 
ble. directly to the U. Ss. Department of Agri- 


| culture, and 


Whereas, a proposal has been mike that the 
Secretary of Agriculture. shall appoint an Exec- 
cutive Officer in each county to administer the 
AAA program during war time, 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that we urge the 


be changed and that such an officer be ap- 


pointed to deal direct with the farmers in each 
county, and 


locals, county and district councils sponsor a 
program of education on the operation of 
the AAA and that all members who are farm 
owners, tenants or sharecroppers participate 


RESOLUTION 
On the Shortage of Farm Labor 


is a growing shortage of farm labor needed 
for the cultivation and harvesting of crops and 

Whereas, Farm labor has been and will be 
drafted into the armed services of the nation 
as well as leave the land to secure more re- 
employment in war time industry, 
an 

Whereas, It may well become necessary for 
the government to call upon the older people 
of the towns and cities and children of school 


order to maintain agricultural production. 

Therefore Be It Resolved, that we cooperate 
fully with whatever agency that may be set 
up and that we seek to maintain fair wage 
rates and working conditions, and 


lation of the type called for in the Minimum 
Wage Bill introduced in the first session of 
the Seventy-seventh Congress. 

Also Be It Further Resolved, that the Bouth- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union as a means of 
securing adequate wages on the farms shall 


continue to hold wage conferences to set fair 
and reasonable wage rates. 


| SAVE A DIME—BUY A DEFENSE STAMP 


Annual Convention can be printed in 


will appear later in Convention proceed- 


payments and refusal to settle accounts is a> 


Agriculture to remové the administration of 
the Agricultural Adjustment Administration — 


method of handling the AAA program locally — 


Be It Further Resolved, that the various _ 


in elections for community and county com-. 
| mitteemen in their territory. 


Whereas, In many agricultural areas there — 


age to accept employment in the fields in . 


Further Be It Resolved, that we urge the , 
Congress of the United States to’ enact legis-. 


w 
~ 
‘ee 
de 
4 
th 
x 
Bei, 
os * 
pA 
- 
a 
re 


| | | S3WI GAO1N1 WYITNIM ‘Ya | SSalppy 
N311IM HdaSOr 'SUW ‘UW MOOH AZNGIS ‘NG | 
SNIMTIM AOU “YW SAW10H SANAVH NHor ‘ua ‘yao, jeuorey | 
ALIHM YSLIVM “YW YaATIIH SSIW 0} Au se ¢ asojoua | 
SVWOHL NVWUON “YW TIVH N373H SsIW. YOM OF [ | 
NIT34431HOS ‘fF WVITTIM ‘YW ‘d ‘ya ‘yoo 
YSNIVY 3SINA SSIW. YSNOS1Vv4 LON AGHL yey) 9INsse 
YOOd WONYVA AUNSH ‘YW NV99Nd ‘ya ue peztues.10 | 
LOHONId GHO44ID NHOr ‘ya “touly JO QUO IO} | 
WVITTIM “YW NOSGIAVd Or passassodsip s jO spuesnoy] 0} adoy jo 
Aa1Wd WVITTIM ‘SUW HLIVMSSOUD ‘a MNVYS “UW -SOUI 0} QOALLS ue 3[qeue 
NOSTIAN NVTIV WVITTIM “YG 39011009 ‘YW 
‘ya NMOUG WVITIIM ‘ua saddossasvys v fo 7.9 
SIGNV1 NOSN3¢4 ‘ya WVHONIG ‘W “YW 
AYYVH ‘Ya AYYW ‘SUN ¢ 
ASMHOUIM SSIN LL3NN38 ‘S ‘4 ‘SUN 
-990113y NIMQG1Va 43904 ‘YW 
SUYOSNOdS 4O 33LLINWOD 
NVWYIVHOD-SDIA “TIOSYAON] “A QGQNOWAVY 
NVWYIVHS ‘ITEaNNODOW ‘fF SIONVY 4 dOHSIg 
NVWYIVHD ‘NOH 4 ‘NOH 


pup 
10[AB], pun Ag 


744 “4 
| : 
| 
# 
| 
Cl, 
Be 
> 
rh 
| : 
y 
4 
af 
% 


strike fails. Street | 
the end. 


“Hit’s a hard get-by. The land’s just fit fer to hold ae 
world together.’’ 


SHARECROPPERS ALI 


Here in this great land with its bright’ promise 
for the future, there is a corner where hides all that 
is dark, dwarfed and misshapen in our civiliza- 
tion. Away from the beaten track, hidden from 
all save those possessed of the courage to face the 
truth, 9,000,000 Americans of the Sharecropper 
Country live in a state of political and economic 
serfdom. They are the victims of a system which 


has brought low all who live by it—tenants and 


3 


landlords, laborers and managers, sharecroppers 
and plantation owners. Those condemned to live 
in misery and those doomed to live off the miser- 
able. Starved diseased lives, illiteracy, twisted minds 
which are the soil of fascism—these are the bitter 
fruits of the Sharecropper Country. ’ 


These people are the stepchildren of our de- 
mocracy. Their crime—they are guilty of having 
inherited a soil impoverished by génerations of 
thriftless cash-crop cultivation. Their punishment— 
they are caught in the toils of an antiquated sys- 


tem of landholding which creates virtual ‘political 
and economic serfs out of its toilers. 


Men and women of native stock do not willingly 


live in despair. In 1934 a small group of share- 


croppers met near Marked Tree, Arkansas, There 


they denounced their serfdom and issued a Program 


of Action looking toward their political and eco- 
nomic emancipation. For the building of their new 
lives they joined together—Negro and white—in 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


Those who lived off a people in chains and did 
not see that they themselves were thereby slaves, 
fought against this new emancipation proclamation. 
They fought with the age-old weapons of evictions 


from the land, chain-gangs, mob violence and lynch- 


ings. They sought to rivet their old chains upon 


9,000,000 Americans possessed of a new vision of 


a life of freedom and security. 


"remember when the Yankees come through, a who 
’ passel of ‘em, hollerin’, and told the Negroes you're free.’’ 


NATIVE STOCK STRUGGLING TO 
WIN A STAKE IN DEMOCRACY 


Once men have seen that vision, it does not die. 
The Southern Tenant Farmers Union has grown. 
The men and women who made it are struggling 
to reestablish their dignity as human beings and 
to ensure a decent livelihood through a democratic 
program of minimum wages, soil conservation pro- 


jects, adequate rural housing, abolition of the poll 
tax, and anti-lynching legislation. They ask to be 


admitted to a share in the ordering of their lives 
through a government in which they will have a 


voice and a vote. 


We are all equally guilty, so long as these Amer- 
icans live in darkness and despair. They are a part 
of America, a part for whose fate we share a heavy 
responsibility. While they struggle courageously 
against great odds to achieve for themselves and 
their children a stake in our democracy, THEY 
ARE NOT FORGOTTEN. 
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Men Of The Land 


By H. L. MITCHELL, Secretary 


About a week after Convention ended, I called 


A on President William Green, of the American 


‘Federation of Labor, to 


the STFU throughout the 
South. 

While in Washington, I 
also saw officials of the 
Department of Justice to 
urge an investigation of 
the breaking up of the 
first meeting at Caruthers- 
ville, Missouri, when Or- 
ganizer, W. M. Tanner, was 
driven out of the town and 
his life had been threat- 

- ened. Before I returned to 
Memphis, the second meet- 
ing, held under police pro- 
tection, was interfered 
with and Scottie Spears 


H. L. MITCHELL 


- beaten up ‘and stint at. However, it was not until 
after we got Frank McCallister over to make 


a complete investigation that the F.B.I. became 
interested in the case. Roger Baldwin, Director 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, in the 
meanwhile had posted a $500 reward for in- 
formation leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the guilty parties and also employed Attor- 
ney Claude F.. Cooper to handle the cases for us. 


In line with Convention Resolution No. 13, 
instructing officers of the Union to use every 
means. at our command to prevent the aboli- 
tion of the Farm Security Administration and 
other agencies serving our class of people, I 


‘acted as soon as the President of the Farm| 
. Bureau.opened his attack on FSA before the 


Byrd Committee, forwarding evidence we had 


collected on the methods of operation employed 


by the Farm Bureau. For once the STFU was 
on the same side as a member of the Mississippi 
State Legislature. John A. Boutwell, Chairman 


- of the Mississippi Agriculture Committee, asked 


for an investigation by Congress of the Farm 
Bureau check-off of membership dues from 


- parity payments of sharecroppers and tenants 
and wages of farm laborers. We joined in the} 
~ demand for a Congressional investigation and 
the Farm Bureau is now under fire. 


During the past month I took up a wage and 
hour complaint of an STFU member in Mis- 


sissippi for back wages due him. I carried it to| 


the regional office in Birmingham and was as- 
sured that the Clinton Lumber Company would 
have to pay the amount due. We found that 
the Company had been ordered to pay about 
$2,000 to its employees down there. 


While in Alabama, I visited officers and 
members of the growing Spruce Pine Local. 
I also talked to Mr. Porter, years ago a leader 
in the old Farmers Union. In our talk together 
there at his home, he made a remark that 
ought to be passed on. Said Mr. Porter, “Farm- 
ers are just like pigs, you got to slop them,” 
meaning that the STFU should have coopera- 
tives of all types as a means of building the 
Union and keeping its members active and 
interested. 


While in Washington attending the: hearing 
on F'S.A., I talked with James G. Patton, Pres- 


ident of the National Farmers Union. Mr. Pat-| 


ton is the head of an organization of upwards 
of 100,000 small farmers and tenants. Their 


‘greatest strength is in the western states. A 
big organizing campaign is underway through- 
‘out the entire country and we discussed the 


possibility of working something out between 


the National Farmers Union and the STFU, 


looking forward to organizing the south. The 
National Farmers Union program is much the 
same as our own and they have the strongest 
and best cooperative movement among farmers 
in the U, 8S. A., operating their own insurance 


enlist his aid in building| 


LETTERS THE TENANT 


Nettleton, Arkansas 
February 7, 1942. 


Dear Sir: | | 
Experience of yesterday at Jonesboro: 


We went to Jonesboro to get our food stamps. 
After coming from the office uptown, we met 
a friend of ours who used to belong to Truman 
Local. He now belongs to the Farm Bureau, 
so he insisted that we go up to court house 
and hear the speaking. So up we went to the 
worst disappointment of our lives. It seemed 
to us very little was behind the movement. The 
speaking was very light; they spoke very low. 
The report over the radio this morning said 
there were more than two hundred farmers and 
laborers that joined but we looked around and 
we decided there were between 50 and 75 pres- 
ent as we did not see the list of names. So we 
learned that cotton choppers, share tenants, 
renters, landlords, merchants, bankers and 
doctors can all become members of this move- 
ment for $2.50 a year and that includes the 
whole family. The Farm Bureau is being en- 
dorsed by the Chamber of Commerce. So we 
looked around at the overalls and jumpers and 
we wondered if they would be changed for 
nice classy suits between now and 1943 or if 
they would like to see the poor ‘cotton chopper 
or cotton picker that should belong to the 
STFU killed or run out of the state. It seems 
to me that the planters and upper crust are 
taking care of their interests and that if the 
workers were as interested in their own welfare 
as the planters are in the Farm Bureau, the 
STFU would be the strongest organization in 
the south. So being ignorant and wanting to 
know something about this Farm Bureau, I 
asked who was to be benefited by their group 
and got these answers to my questions: 


1. Does this organization affiliate with the 
A. 


Answer: No! This organization does not af- 


filiate with any labor organization. 


2. Does this organization affiliate with the 
cooperatives of farmers of the north and north- 
west? 


Answer: Very flatly No! But he said they 
sometimes worked with the National Farmers 
Union. And they began to get kind of dull on 
answering my questions. 


3. What is the motive of this organization? 
They began with an off-hand answer so I 


came straight from the shoulder and said, 


“Isn’t it organized just for political power to 
coma pressure on Washington? Answer: Flatly 
: So by being ignorant I did not learn so 
I don’t know whether this would be inter- 
esting to you or not but I want you to know 
I got a kick, out of it. I believe they thought 
I was in the wrong crowd. 


So best wishes to you and all STFU hemNere: 


CHARLES AND EVELYN McCoy. 
Local No. 96. 


companies, stores, grain elevators, warehouses, 


gins, etc. In view of our Convention Resolu-| 
tion.-adopted at Sheffield, we thought that a 


joint committee selected by the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Farmers Union and the Executive 
Council of the STFU should meet sometime in 
the near future and discuss the question of 
ways and means of getting together. 
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‘Dear Sirs: 


Well, there are a few people in Northeast 
Arkansas that said who would have thought it, 
but many citizens of Arkansas and other states 
did say on January 27, I thought it. 

American citizens were on the firing line in 
the Federal Court at Jonesboro, Arkansas, in 
behalf of the Constitution of the United States 
of America which guarantees to the people of 
our great Republic their constitutional freedom 
and rights as peaceful and loyal citizens of the 
land. These Americans walked up to the front, 
and said that these law officers must cease 
their Hitlerism in Crittenden County, Arkansas. 

Germany has been at war many times and 
was defeated. Each time they said they wouldn’t 
do it anymore, but time would roll on and they 
would start again, and say the same thing over. 
When Crittenden County set aside Paul D. 
Peacher when we got him convicted of Peonage 
in 1936, we thought it was over but we were 
fooled; they came again, and this time it has 
brought such a nationwide attention, I am won- 
dering if Crittenden County will ever be the 
same. This time Crittenden County has hada 
lesson and will say we have become civilized 
now and will sign a peace treaty with the 
neighbors and become a part of the United 
States. 

Often times a big fire can be extinguished 
and then a small spark will kindle up some- 
where else and do great damage unless con- 
trolled. So let us not be too sure of the past, 
but look forward to the prospects of the South- 
ern Tenant Farmers Union in Crittenden Coun- 
ty again and build it up with such a solidarity 
that we can feel welcome to speak and travel 
the highways even after sundown. 

The purpose of the’ Southern Tenant Farmers | 
Union is to bring the people, both white and 
colored, into the Union in peace and harmony 
for collective action so that when we speak, 
our voices will be heard and recognized. 

When you get a leech on you, the longer it 
stays, the tighter it sticks, so when you join 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union, that is 
the way for you to do. We will enjoy a Union 
spirit in Arkansas and other places as we did 
in Sheffield, Alabama, at the Convention. As 
I see it, that was the greatest convention that 
was ever held by the Southern Tenant Farmers 
Union. Why? Because it was a union territory 
full of cooperation and that is the beauty 
of a union. 

Come and join, all you farm laborers, that 
the world may be changed from sorrow to hap- 
piness and that will not be by the bullets at 
the battle front but the paper bullets at the | 
ballot box. | 

Fraternally yours, 
J. F. HYNDS. 


WE SHOULD NOT FORGET 
By REV. E. H. BARRETT 


A song for the man who tills the soil 
And waters the furrows with his sweat, 
Who earns his bread by honest toil 
And he is one we should not forget. 


A song for the ones who sail the seas 
And bid defiance. to the restless waves; 
May they have hours of rest and ease 
And safety from watery, unmarked graves. 


And honor to those who go down deep 
In darkened caverns of the mines; 
They toil while we, in restful sleep, 
Are safe while the bright stars shine. 


"Tis honest Labor that is prayer . 

For it is God’s very first command, 
And we must with our brothers share 
The radiant beauty of our fatherland. 
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THE TENANT FARMER 


No Cows, No Hogs, 
No Chickens 


A recent report from the Department of 
Agriculture Census figures of 1940 show that 
of the 2,898,829 farmers in 14 Southern States 
including 700,000 Negro farm units, over 2,000,- 
000 of them had gardens, chickens, cows, and 

hogs. However, 663,670 farmers in these same 
states had no cows, 919,532 were not raising 
hogs, 334,182 did not have a single chicken, and 
more than a half million had no gardens. 

A report of the number of farmers who had 
no cows, hogs or chickens in 1940 are given: 

Alabama—42, 358, no cows; 59,594, no hogs; 
20,432, no chickens. 


Arkansas—59,568, no cows; 68,068, no hogs; 
22,571, no chickens. 
Louisiana—39,886, no COWS; 40,914, no hogs; 


30,517, no chickens. 

Mississippi—90,109, no cows; 79,382, no hogs; 
39,407, no chickens. 

Oklahoma—19, 292, no cows; 68, 238, 
14,325, no chickens. 

Tennessee—48,084, no cows; 73,505, 
28,108, no chickens. _ 

Texas—62,595, no COws; 
47,104, no chickens. 

Officials of the Department of Agriculture 
point out that farmers in these states both 
Colored and White-can best help the Food-for- 
Freedom Program by producing enough food 
and feed for themselves and their livestock. 
In order to do this, each farmer should have 
a garden, hogs, chickens, and cows. It is neces- 
sary for each individual farmer to operate on 
the live-at-home sit ilicuad if defense needs are 
to be met. 


no hogs; 
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165,631, 


St. Francis County Council 
Holds National Shsrecroprper 


Week Celebration March 3 


An announcement has just been received that 
the St. Francis County Council will hold an 
open meeting as a part of National Share- 
croppers Week on the afternoon of March 3 
at Shady Grove, 2 miles south of Forrest City, 
Arkansas. A special program is planned with 
a number of speakers addressing the gathering. 


Crittenden County 
“Law Convicted 


The Federal Court in Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
found C. C. Culp of West Memphis, Cecil Nance 
of Marion and Jim Miller, a former trusty in 
the Crittenden County jail, guilty of conspiring 
to deprive. citizens of the United States of 
the rights guaranteed them under the Con- 
stitution. The defendants, Culp, a deputy sher- 
iff, and Nance, an attorney, and the jail trusty, 
Miller, were all sentenced to prison terms for 
violation of the Civil Liberties statute of the 
U. S. Code. Bud Holland and Omer Curlin, 
also on trial for conspiracy, were freed by 
the jury. 


Sharecropper Humor 


President Roosevelt has now made share- 
croppers out of city folks. Everybody has to 
get up before daylight and go to work now 
that War Saving Time is in effect. 


no hogs; 


inves Mob Attacks 


FRANK McCALLISTER 


Frank McCallister, Southern Secretary of the 
Workers Defense Leagtte and Southeastern 
Representative of the American Civil Liberties 
Union has just completed an investigation of 
the plantation mobs who broke up STFU meet- 
ing in Caruthersville, Mo., on January 16 and 23. 


Vice President Addresses 
15th Annual Negro 


Farmers Conierence 


F.. R. Betton, Vice-President of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers Union, was a featured speaker 
on the program. of the 15th Annual Negro 
Farmers Conference at Fargo, Arkansas, on 
February 12. Vice-President Betton’s subject 
was “The Outlook of the Tenant Farmer” in 
the present emergency. Copies of his address 
may be had by writing the STFU General 
Office, Box 443, Memphis, Tennessee. 


STFU Local No. 4 Plans 


Program For 1942 


News has been received from Nathan Wiley, 


President, and C. C. Watson, Secretary of STFU 
Local No. 4, that officers have been elected 
for 1942. A committee has been elected for the 
entertainment and education of members and 
for the purpose of building up the Local 
treasury. 

Local organizers have also been elected to 
solicit new members for No. 4 and a program 
has .been planned for the whole year. 


Cotton Crop Insurance 1942 


Any farm owner, sharecropper or tenant 
wishing to insure his cotton crop against los& 
up to 75% of its value may do so by applying 
to the AAA Committee in his county. The 
last day for signing up for this government 
crop insurance is March 31. 


U. S. Court Acts 


Against Peonage 


ATLANTA, Ga.—In a history making decision 
the United States supreme. court recently in 
Washington held a 1903 Georgia labor contract 
act unconstitutional, under which it was charged 
thousands of negroes and poor whites were held 
in peonage. The vote was 8 to 0 with Justice 
Roberts not participating. Justice Byrnes, for- 


mer U. S. senator from South Carolina, wrote > 


the decision. Justice Byrnes said that this sec- 
tion of the Georgia code was repugnant to the 
13th amendment to the federal constitution 
which prohibits slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude. 


The decision came about in an appeal from 


conviction of Ira Taylor, negro of Wilkinson — 


county, Georgia, who was convicted of violating 
the Georgia labor contract act and sentenced 
to pay a fine of $35.00 or do work in a public 
work camp for eight months. 

Taylor was represented by Thomas T. Pur- 
dom of Wilkinson county, Georgia, and Leonard 
Haas of Atlanta. Expenses for the case were 
handled by the Commission on Interracial Co- 
operation with headquarters in Atlanta. 


Union Gives Books 
To Soldiers 


The Memphis Committee To Aid Tenants 
recently gave a collection of sixty books to the 
Army to be used by the soldiers stationed in 
Memphis. These books were selected from the 
circulating libraries of the STFU which are a 
part of the educational program carried on 
by the union. The Committee has helped set 
up circulating libraries in several locals of the 


Union. ‘he majority ot the pooks given the 


soldiers are American History. Also included 
in the collection are books by Burns, Norris 
and Poe. Mrs. Ruth Osoinach is Chairman of 
the Committee. 


For The Women 


By MRS. RAMONA woop 


Time is drawing near to garden. planting 
time and as there may be a shortage in cans, 
glass jars and tops and we may not be able 
to can all the foods we will need throughout 
the whole year, it would be well to plant more 
peas, beans and other vegetables that may be 
dried and stored. 

We all know theré is a sugar shortage and 
it would be wise to grow a much larger crop 
of sweet potatoes this year than heretofore. 
Sweet potatoes not only contain valuable vita- 
mins necessary to your good health but also 
help to satisfy your “sweet tooth.” 

Wise garden planning now will reward you 
well a few months from now when sugar short- 
ages as well as other food shortages may be- 
come more acute. 

Make every effort to raise more chickens; 
keep them healthy and cash in on egg pro- 
duction. 

We hope you will take this seriously. By 
following the above suggestions, you will be 
helping your own family and-your country. 
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